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Donald Tusk 

President of the of the European People’s Party 

 

Manfred Weber 

Chairman of the European People’s Party Group in the European Parliament 

 

 

02 September 2020 

 

 

Dear Mr. Tusk,  

Dear Mr. Weber 

 

Today, 2 September 2020, the 56th subsequent day of anti-government protests by our compatriots in 

Bulgaria and all over the world, is also the opening of the new political season in Bulgaria. The first working 

day of our representatives, directly elected by the citizens, will commence with a mass demonstration in 

front of the Parliament’s building.  Bulgarians all over the world will join in the demand for resignations 

of the Borissov 3 government and Prosecutor General Ivan Geshev, and the restoration of the rule of law 

in the country.  

 

On this very day, we, a number of Bulgarians living in Belgium, are addressing some questions to you 

regarding the ruling party GERB, which is a member of the EPP political family. We would like to have 

answers from someone in a position as high as yours, answers which would impact the future of Bulgaria 

as a valuable member of the European Union.  

 

Specifically, we would be grateful if you could clarify the following:  

 

- Do you believe that the political party GERB, its government and the Prosecutor General that was 

unanimously supported by that party respect the rule of law, one of the key values in the charter 

of EPP, the political family to which the ruling party of Bulgaria belongs, as well as a fundamental 

value of the EU according to Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union? 

 

- Do you believe that the on-going protests in Bulgaria, which claim that the rule of law in Bulgaria 

has been eroded, are justified, and if NO, can you explain why?  

 

- On 10 July 2020 a press release was issued by Mr. Weber in his capacity as Chair of the EPP Group 

in the European Parliament, which states that: 

 

o “the EPP Group fully supports the Bulgarian government of Boyko Borissov in its efforts to 

protect the economy from the negative consequences of the COVID-19 crisis, the fight 

against corruption and the progress made towards joining the Eurozone.“ 
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Can you confirm whether to this date you still support the Bulgarian government in its 

“fight against corruption”?  In order to facilitate your response, we would like to draw 

your attention to the following facts.  

 

With an interruption of about a year, GERB has been the ruling party of Bulgaria, and the 

government has been headed by its leader Boyko Borissov as Prime Minister, for the past 

10 years.  During this same period, our country has been ranked last in the European 

Union in Transparency International’s corruption index. In light of this fact, do you believe 

that the efforts mentioned in Mr. Weber’s press release have led to any positive results, 

and if YES, how do you explain that the corruption rating of the country drops to 

increasingly worrying levels each year? The same can be said about the free speech, with 

numerous investigative and free-speech journalists having been fired, threatened to be 

fired or pressured otherwise. 

 

o “ Any political action that undermines the independence of the judiciary and hinders the 

fight against corruption will jeopardize Bulgaria's success in Europe and reverse the 

concrete progress and support for Bulgaria that we have seen in recent years.” 

 

Would you confirm unambiguously whether you believe the Bulgarian judiciary to be 

independent? 

 

Can you indicate which specific political actions linked to the ongoing protests you have 

in mind that undermine the independence of the judiciary and hinder the fight against 

corruption? 

 

According to the latest data of the European Commission, Bulgaria continues to be the 

poorest member state of the European Union. At the same time just for the last 

multiannual financial framework 2014-2020 our country received nearly 10 billion euro. 

Bulgaria is ranked last in other rankings as well, for example 111 out of 180 for freedom 

of speech, ranked globally, which means that Bulgaria is again ranked last in the European 

Union.  In light of this, can you clarify what criteria you rely on when you speak of 

Bulgaria’s success in Europe, as mentioned-above?  

 

Furthermore, the recently leaked recordings (which were found authentic by 2 labs and 

the veracity of which was not refuted even by Mr Borisov himself) show clearly that Mr 

Borissov was using the Prosecutor’s office to deal with personal/business/political 

adversaries. Is that an acceptable behavior by a European politician? Can you please 

comment how is this behavior supporting the “independence of the judiciary” and the 

“fight against corruption”? And then how are the people protesting against that way of 

governing a European Member State “undermines the independence of the judiciary and 

hinders the fight against corruption”? 
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- On 10 September 2020, a debate will be organized by the European Parliament’s Committee on 

Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) at the initiative of Bulgarian MEP Elena Yoncheva 

(BSP/S&D). Ms. Yoncheva has claimed that she faced an uphill fight from members of the EPP 

Group when trying to organize this debate. 

  

Similarly, Ms. Yoncheva and MEP Radan Kanev (DSB/EPP) have gathered a sufficient number of 

signatures to initiate a debate regarding the current situation in Bulgaria during the EP’s plenary 

session. With respect to these efforts, MEP Emil Radev (GERB/EPP) commented that very few 

signatures came from the EPP Group, and that the support for such debate came from the Socialist 

and Green Groups in the EP.    

 

Can you comment on this alleged behavior by your colleagues in the European Parliament? Do 

you find it acceptable that the actions of MEPs should be guided by narrow political interests, 

even when one of the fundamental EU values on which our Union is built appear to be at stake?  

 

- On 17th August 2020, The Prime Minister Boyko Borissov proposed a new draft Bulgarian 

Constitution, only three days after announcing it. It should be noted that per the current 

Constitution, the Prime Minister has no right of initiative regarding its revision. He has therefore 

used GERB’s political group in the Bulgarian parliament as a vehicle to seek support in the latter 

institution.  

 

The proposal contains a deletion of the Preamble which today, classically, contains the 

qualification of the Bulgarian State with the mentions of “democracy” and “rule of law”. 

 

Additionally, it would modify the Constitution revision procedure where instead of calling a 

Constitutional Assembly, as is the case today, such a revision could be initiated and adopted by 

the Parliament in its usual composition. 

 

Of particular interest are the new proposals concerning the role and status of the Prosecutor 

General. They give rise to many concerns. It is expected that the lack of oversight of his work will 

become even further cemented. Moreover, it is proposed to grant the Prosecutor General 

legislative powers, a feature which does not exist in any fundamental law around the world.  

 

What is your opinion regarding the proposals which concern the Prosecutor General? How would 

you interpret these proposed changes in light of the rule of law and the independent judiciary, as 

its guarantor? 1  

                                                 
1 As a background, even under the current Constitution, the Prosecutor General is a chief of a very rigid hierarchical 

structure. All career developments are in practice depending on him. Its decisions cannot be questioned or overturned. 

He is typically appointed as a result of a power struggle behind the scenes, with very little in terms of transparency or 

regard for professional achievements or personal and professional qualities. There is no democratic control over it. 

The current public approval of the Prosecutor General’s work is catastrophically low (see link and the graphs attached) 

https://www.dnevnik.bg/bulgaria/2020/08/02/4098327_bulgarite_vijdat_v_deistviiata_na_glavniia_prokuror/  

https://www.dnevnik.bg/bulgaria/2020/08/02/4098327_bulgarite_vijdat_v_deistviiata_na_glavniia_prokuror/
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We thank you in advance for your answers to this letter, which we hope will help bring clarity with respect 

to the questions included above. We are available for any follow-up information that you may deem 

useful.  

 

Bulgarians living in Belgium, 

 

/signatures/ 
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